
Telling Stories in Watercolor
▼

Artist’s Space

IT NO LONGER surprises Kim Minichiello when she hears 
people say that when they look at one of her watercolors, 
they feel as if someone is telling them a story. It’s only natu-
ral for one career to carry over into another. 

Says Minichiello: “As a Disney imagineer, that’s what we 
were always doing — telling stories with a hidden meaning. 
When I paint, I’m not just painting. I’m exploring a theme.”

In her post-Disney incarnation, Minichiello has emerged 
as one of the most accomplished watercolorists in the world, 
as evidenced by her recent acceptance as a signature artist in 
the highly competitive, 154th annual American Watercolor 
Society International Exhibition, which opens at the Salma-
gundi Club in New York City in April. 

The wide-ranging scope of her paintings — one of her current 
subjects is a series of Samurai warriors in full ceremonial garb — 
reflects the international traveling she had done over the years 
with her husband, David, who is also a retired imagineer. 

The couple met while working on the design elements of 
Disneyland Paris, and later lived in Hong Kong when David 
had a similar assignment there. Both also worked at Walt 

Disney World in Orlando — she as a lead interior designer, 
he as director of creative development.

Minichiello, who graduated from Purdue University with 
a degree in environmental design, tracks her earliest artis-
tic impulses back to her 4-H childhood in rural Indiana, 
where the needlework, sewing, embroidery and knitting she 
enjoyed left her with an enduring interest in textiles. 

After retiring from Disney, she devoted herself to watercol-
ors, a passion that has only deepened since the COVID-19 
pandemic cut short the travel she had planned for personal 
inspiration and to lead workshops.

However, she turned isolation into opportunity, becoming 
an online instructor and finding solace in solitude by work-
ing on a series of large-scale water lily paintings that she 
hadn’t had time for previously. 

It hasn’t escaped her notice that the water lily, in some cul-
tures, is said to tell a story of its own — an appropriate one, 
given current uncertainties. Adds Minichiello: “It’s a symbol 
of hope and renewal.” 

—Michael McLeod 

Kim Minichiello teaching 
an online workshop in her 
Windermere studio.
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