
AN ANNIVERSARY IS always an occasion for acknowledg-
ment, celebratory or not. One year ago, many of us believed that 
by May we’d be pretty much passed the COVID-19 pandemic. 

As most of us know, we’re a society of instant gratification. 
Surely, we thought, our daily routines wouldn’t be deterred 
for long. But as the stubborn virus continued to spread, many 
of our societal norms changed or vanished. 

We’re no longer encouraged to 
greet friends and family members 
with hugs or even handshakes. 
For a while, we even believed our 
groceries could harm us if not 
completely wiped down prior to 
entering our homes.

For the most part, during the 
past year we’ve all learned to 
lead with grace and find our own 
happy medium — which by all 
accounts is different for each of us. 

It’s my hope, along with all of 
you, that our lives will return to 
some sense of normalcy soon, thanks in large part to improved 
treatment and effective vaccines. I’m very grateful for those 
who excel in science because I only memorized the periodical 
table to pass my chemistry test. 

Our cultural community trudged through it all without 
boots at first. But eventually they found creative ways to bring 
joy and talent to our living rooms and nature’s stages. 

As we enter the spring, let’s applaud those anniversaries. 
The Annual Orlando International Fringe Theatre Festival 
turns the big 3-0 this year. As the longest-running theater 
festival in the U.S., the tradition will continue this year with 
in-person performances and safety precautions in place (see 
page 26).

In addition, the Orlando Museum of Art is hosting the 
annual Florida Prize in Contemporary Art exhibition, where 
patrons can view innovative installations and visual offerings 
that will wow you (see page 34). My friends, the train is get-
ting back on the track! 

So, what have we learned from such a harrowing experience? 
I believe that as we evolve as a community, we should celebrate 
like it’s 1999. We should live large and embrace all that life in 
Central Florida has to offer. Here’s to moving forward. 

Embrace Life and Let’s
Move Forward Together
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