
DEAR CULTURAL SUPPORTER:

“Courage is not having the strength to go on; it is going on 
when you don’t have the strength.” —Teddy Roosevelt 

As a high school senior, I had the opportunity to give a 
speech to the student body. I don’t recall the details of the 
speech (although it’s on a VHS tape somewhere), but I’ve 
never forgotten the chosen subject: perseverance. 

And I can think of no better word 
to define the resilience that our arts 
and cultural groups as well as you, 
our cultural supporters, have shown 
over the last year and a half.

Our community has worked hard 
to persevere through this pandemic, 
and we’re now seeing the fruits of 
that labor manifest itself this spring 
and summer for all our groups. 
Achieving this took many acts of 
strength and courage, both small 
and large, but it’s been worth it. 

The result is a sense of normalcy in our arts community. 
We’ll always remember the lessons learned since early 2020, 
but the scars are healing and the celebrations of reopening 
and reengaging will continue through the rest of 2021.

The constitution of those who run our wonderful organi-
zations has been battle-tested. These colorful and engaging 
personalities have been put to the test, and they’ve come 
through to the other side stronger than when they entered. 

This is to be celebrated! We’ll never forget — nor should 
we forget — that our community came together at this pivotal 
time and we’re all standing together in the end.

I don’t remember the specific quotes I used in that high 
school speech, but so many quotes remind me of how our 
arts and cultural organizations have responded through 
COVID-19. And I thank you, our cultural supporters, for 
walking with our groups, step by step.

“You may encounter many defeats, but you must not be 
defeated. In fact, it may be necessary to encounter the defeats, 
so you can know who you are, what you can rise from, how 
you can still come out of it.” —Maya Angelou
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