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The 2018 Orlando Fringe festival aims to bring the community 
together to celebrate two weeks of uncensored, unjuried 

performance and visual art productions.
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BY DINA HERNANDEZ

E
very year around this time, Orlando resi-
dent Beth Becht is deciding how to Fringe. 
A fan of the Orlando International Fringe 
Theatre Festival since its creation in 1992, 
Becht has a system. First, she scans reviews 

of the Fringe preview show. She then peruses online 
descriptions of various productions. Based on her 
research, she identifies can’t-miss shows. Finally — 
and this is important — she plans on changing the 
plan.

“Once you get into the shows, there’s a lot of word-
of-mouth,” Becht says. “That’s the way we entertain 
ourselves in line: ‘What have you seen?’ ‘What have 
you liked?’ It’s just part of the fun of these two weeks.”

The 27th annual festival runs May 15 through 
Memorial Day on May 28 at locations in and around 
Loch Haven Cultural Park, and features 130 theater, 
music, dance and comedy productions. More than 
half of the troupes are local, with performers also hail-
ing from around the United States, Australia, Canada, 
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Sweden and United Kingdom. Performers gain entry 
in the lineup via lottery, and all shows are uncensored. 
These elements keep the “fringe” in the Fringe’s 850 
ticketed performances in a dozen-plus performing 
spaces, or venues. The festival also includes Visual 
Fringe, a visual-arts gallery that likewise is unjuried 
and uncensored. 

All Together Now
Like Beth Becht, the people who bring us the festi-
val have to decide how to Fringe as an organization. 
Selecting each year’s theme is part of that process. 
“United We Fringe” is the theme for 2018.

Festival Producer Mike Marinaccio says, “What 
we’re trying to focus on is the inclusiveness of it, bring-
ing the community together. At a time of profound 
division in our country, for two weeks we’d like people 
to come together under the same umbrella and cele-
brate with us.”  

Anyone can celebrate the arts at the Fringe, 
Marinaccio says. “The artists are so diverse that there 
is something for everyone, regardless of gender, race, 
religion or political affiliation.” 

Festival-goers purchase and wear a $10 Fringe 
button, proceeds of which support Orlando Fringe, 
and then buy a ticket for each performance they 

attend. Ticket prices range from free to $12, with 100 
percent of proceeds going to performers. Venues are 
wheelchair-accessible.

Productions suitable for every age include return-
ing favorites James & Jamesey, presenting In the Dark 
and Thunderfoot. Charles Ross offers up One Man 
Pride and Prejudice. Superbolt Theatre presents the 
spoof The Jurassic Parks.  

Local productions include El Wiz by Paul 
Castaneda; Friday Night in America by Beth Marshall 
Presents; Title and Deed by KangaGirl Productions; 
and Wanzie’s Monorail Inferno by Wanzie Presents. 

A few productions feature unorthodox venues. 
Modern-dance troupe Voci Dance has created 
AQUAdance, which is a “site-specific show.” Instead of 
being staged in a theater space, AQUAdance perfor-
mances take place in a swimming pool near Loch 
Haven Cultural Park. The park itself comprises a 
site-specific stage for Patron’s Pick for Murder. 
Audiences at this show will travel through the park 
with the cast as the plot thickens.

Of course, a number of shows are geared toward 
the 18-and-up crowd, among them Blonde by White 
Mouse Theatre Productions, Jealousy by Carbon 
Productions, Pianos to the Death Game Show by Sarah 
Hester Ross, and Critical Thinkin’ by Stewart Huff.

AQUAdance

Pianos to the Death Game Show

Blonde

Critical Thinkin’

El Wiz

The Jurassic Parks
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Extending the Reach
Alauna Friskics joined Orlando Fringe as executive 
director in 2017 after serving in the same capacity at 
Garden Theatre. She says, “I’ve been diving headfirst 
into this fun, wacky organization that has a long history 
and is ready for this other level of growth.”

Fringe organizers have emphasized growing 
the festival’s appeal, resulting in audience totals 
approaching 75,000 for free and ticketed perfor-
mances, with last year’s ticketed performances alone 
seeing more than 52,000. Initiatives in recent years 
include a diversity lottery for performers, Kids’ Fringe 
— free for children K-5 and their families — and Teen 
Fringe featuring theater students from area schools. 

The latest outreach is Quest for Fringe. The nonprofit 
provides a range of services for children and adults 
with physical and developmental disabilities. Quest 
and Orlando Fringe are offering sensory-friendly 
versions of two Fringe shows for Quest clients — 
James & Jamesey’s In the Dark and Falling Awake — 
and Friskics hopes this leads to more opportunities to 
maximize festival accessibility. 

“The conversations we’re having with Quest are 
exciting,” she says.

Since it takes more than the purchase price of Fringe 
buttons to produce the festival, organizers have intro-

duced a promotion called Your Fringe for a Day. A 
$1,000 donation entitles one designated festival-goer 
each day to red-carpet treatment — VIP parking, 
T-shirt, admission to all shows, unlimited libations at 
the infamous beer tent and other perks.  

Every festival-goer, however, can enjoy the new 
Fringe-o-Matic. This online scheduler prompts you to 
enter your availability and interest level for each show, 
and then produces a suggested schedule.

Just make sure that you follow Beth Becht’s lead: 
Plan your Fringe, but plan on changing the plan. 

Dina Hernandez is a regular contributor to Orlando 
Arts Magazine.
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