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TRANSIENT
Bodies

Created to celebrate photographers and 
multimedia artists, Snap! Orlando  
now encompasses two venues, with their 
latest exhibits bringing into focus  
the sultry and strange sides of humanity.

By Ashley Annin

Emanating classic themes of film noir — lost 
innocence, doomed romanticism, shadowy 
sexuality — the Formento + Formento 

Cinematic Chronicles exhibition at Snap! Space, one 
of two Snap! Orlando galleries, is an artistic fusion 
of culture and couture. 

“The lighting and exquisite styling are part of  
what makes their photos exceptional,” says Patrick 
Kahn, founder and owner of the contemporary art 
organization Snap! Orlando. “It has a strong fash-
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ion element. It is a culturally diverse exhibition, 
and sexy too.”

Husband-and-wife duo Richeille and B.J. 
Formento have created a unique strain of photog-
raphy by pulling inspiration from the past while 
adding nuances of the present. Each series focuses 
on a central theme, and destinations for the series 
include Japan, India, Cuba and the United States.

Cinematic Chronicles, which opened in April, 
tours the world through the artists’ lenses, pulling 

Cinematic Chronicles
Through June 4
Snap! Space
407.286.2185
snaporlando.com

Lauren

Naivys

Photos Courtesy of Snap! Orlando
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the most striking image from each destination 
series. In addition to the still photography, Snap! 
will feature the couple’s short film Voyage, which 
will be featured at the Cannes Film Festival.

Before the show ends on June 4, the Formentos 
will revisit Snap! Space for an exclusive night of 
cuisine and cocktails with a select few Orlando 
residents on May 12. The intimate dinner will 
include live entertainment and a raffle, in which 
one lucky guest will be featured in the Formento’s 
next photo shoot. Only 50 seats are available for 
the evening, and tickets can be purchased on the 
Snap! website.

Transforming Spaces
It wasn’t that long ago when an edgy photography 
exhibition such as Cinematic Chronicles might have 
bypassed Orlando. 

“There was not really much of a presence of art 
— let alone photography at all — so in 2010, we 
started Snap! Orlando,” recounts Kahn, who 
owned a successful design studio in Los Angeles 
before moving to Orlando in 2006.

From 2010 to 2014, in West-Coast style, Snap! 
hosted annual exhibitions during which local 
warehouses were transformed into art galleries, 
combining world-class photography with lectures, 
workshops and a variety of programming — all 
packed into three days.

Fast forward to 2014, when Kahn discovered 
what’s become Snap! Space. Though much smaller 
than the warehouses that previously hosted the 
weekend shows, the space’s location in the Mills 
50 District’s historic Cameo Theatre allows an 
unprecedented opportunity to reach the 
community.
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Snap! Orlando’s 
latest venue, Snap! 
Downtown at 420 East 
Apartments, follows in 
the footsteps of Snap! 
Space located in the 
Mills 50 District.

Photos by Tina Craig
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Constructed 
Abstractions

Stephane Fedorowski, Web of Shadow

“We had to reconfigure our way of thinking, so 
it became a gallery, and every two or three months 
we change the show,” Kahn says.

Then, in 2016, Snap! expanded again, this time 
in the heart of downtown Orlando. The second 
location is on Church Street, nestled in 420 East 
Apartments, which Kahn says he was drawn to 
because of the building’s heavy connection to the 
arts. Snap! Downtown offers a true gallery setting, 
which allows a wider range of artists and works to 
be featured at any time. 

“We love to be part of something different,” he 
says of Snap!’s latest space. “This is the first time 
an apartment has done something like this in 
Orlando, and I’m really happy to be part of that.”

And it’s in this space art-goers will find 
Constructed Abstractions featuring artists Stephane 
Fedorowski and Reine Paradis, an exhibition 
unlike any Kahn has done before.

“We specialize in photography, that’s our repu-
tation at Snap!, but we are now expanding to dif-
ferent media,” Kahn says. 

Through June 20
Snap! Downtown
407.286.2185
snaporlando.com

Photos Courtesy of Snap! Orlando

Stephane Fedorowski, Game of Palms

Reine Paradis, L’envol
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These media include 3-D imagery, videos, col-
lage-art, and mash-ups of photography and lino-
cut art created by both local artists and artists from 
abroad. Among these will be Swiss photographer 
Roger Weiss and Portuguese painter Cristina 
Troufa, both of whom will be making their U.S. 
debut at Snap! Downtown. On April 29, Constructed 
Abstractions received the cosmopolitan kick-off 
Snap! is known for, including a night filled with 
entertainment and glasses filled with craft cock-
tails. The show will continue until June 20. 

In addition to the main showcases, Kahn says 
that there are bound to be “pop up” events and 
programs throughout the summer — though some 
of these events can be so last-minute that they’re 
promoted just hours before via social media. 

That’s the beauty of Snap!: No matter what the 
exhibition, there’s always something in motion.

Future Motion
Staying in motion seems to be a modus operandi 
that works well for Snap!. Looking toward the 
future, Kahn says that going with the flow is the 
best option — it’s worked so far, after all. Though 
Kahn has been thrilled with the reception of 
Snap!’s second location, he’s letting any further 
expansions happen organically.

“Sometimes, the less you plan, the more you’re 
able to move with the wave and that makes you 
more relevant. I don’t want to make a five- or 
10-year plan. With the way the world is these 
days, I’d rather move with the wave than be con-
fined to a structure,” Kahn says. “If I had a plan 
previously, we would still be doing the once-a-
year events, and would probably not have opened 
two spaces.”

In fact, Kahn says that his plans for the future 
might mean downsizing. So far, he’s seen success 
in downsizing the events to allow for customized 
workshops and exhibitions to suit the needs of the 
community.

“Things just come along, and who knows — it’s 
not out of the question that we may become bigger 
by becoming smaller.”

For more information on Snap! or to purchase 
event tickets, visit snaporlando.com.

A self-proclaimed mermaid, contributor Ashley Annin 
works as managing editor of Scuba Diving magazine 
and The Undersea Journal.

Learn more at DowntownArtsDistrict.com

Experience the Arts.

From promoting venues like 

Mad Cow Theatre to developing 

gallery spaces like CityArts Factory 

and Gallery at Avalon Island, and from 

presenting events to showcasing 

performances and visual media, we create 

moments to experience the arts. 

ENTERTAIN
YOUR BRAIN WITH ART

Visit the Downtown Arts District and
Experience the Arts.
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