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Top Honors for OCPS School Board

A New Way to Play

Since 1981, Florida Alliance for 
Arts Education (FAAE) has 

united educators, artists, commu-
nity leaders, citizens, arts education 
organizations and corporate  
partners to ensure that Florida’s 
students receive a complete educa-
tion that includes the arts. 

Each year, FAAE recognizes lead-
ers who work in various capacities to 
ensure that arts education of the  
highest quality is available in all  
Florida schools and communities. On 
June 12, the 2105 FAAE Leadership 
Award recipients were honored at the 
annual awards ceremony, held at the 
Dr. Phillips Center for the Perform-
ing Arts. 

Judged by a statewide panel of 
experts, Orange County Public Schools 
was selected for the 2015 FAAE School 
Board Leadership Award. Presented by 
Dr. Mary Palmer, FAAE founder and 
arts advocate, this honor recognizes 
outstanding Florida school boards for 

O rlandoAtPlay.com is a comprehensive online 
arts, culture and entertainment guide with over 

1,100 active events, 150 restaurants and nearly 500 
arts and entertainment organizations. “By including 
arts events, cultural experiences, outdoor recreation 
and great dining on the same site, there is no reason 
to search anywhere else,” says Flora Maria Garcia, 
United Arts CEO.

exemplary support of high-quality arts 
education through the policies and 
practices within its district. To learn 

more about FAAE and see a full list  
of 2015 award winners, log onto  
faae.org. 

The site served more than 45,000 residents and  
visitors last year and is growing. To ensure the site is 
accessible to the diverse population that lives in and vis-
its the Orlando region, the site now features BrowseAloud 
software, which can translate it into 70 languages, and 
read aloud in more than 30 languages. Type color and 
size can be adjusted for those with reading and visual 
impairments.

Prefer to have information sent to you? Sign up to 
have our weekly e-newsletter and featured events sent 
right to your inbox. Is there a student in your family? 
Student Vibe offers discount rates to arts and cultural 
events for students. Senior Vibe offers discount tickets 
for those over 50. OrlandoAtPlay.com is funded in part 
by Orange County Government through the Arts & 
Cultural Affairs Program and the State of Florida, 
Department of State, Division of Arts and Culture. To 
learn more, contact William@UnitedArts.cc.

FROM LEFT: Debbie Fahmie, FAAE board vice president; Superintendent Dr. Barbara M. Jenkins, 
OCPS; Nancy Robbinson, OCPS school board member; Christine Moore, OCPS school board member; 
Joie Cadle, OCPS school board member; Kathleen “Kat” Gordon, OCPS school board vice chair; 
Linda Kobert, OCPS school board member; Mary Palmer, Ph.D., FAAE Advisory Board; Pam Gould, 
OCPS school board member; and Scott Evans, OCPS Coordinator for Visual & Performing Arts, 
Health & Physical Education
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