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Timeless Treasures
Old is new again! It’s amazing how many times things come 

back to be the cool, hip new trend. They were tucked 
away out of sight for decades and suddenly have a resurgence 
of popularity. Of course, they are called by different names so 
as to not confuse the generation that made them popular to 
begin with. Remember clam diggers, now known as capris? 

Along these lines, I was thinking about cultural trends that 
follow the same suit. I came across an article entitled “Why 
digital natives prefer reading in print” (Washington Post). 
What?! Print is still relevant? It seems that people, especially 
millennials, are so digitally/screen-focused that reading some-
thing in print is their respite. Could it be that we’ve filled our 
lives with so much technology that we actually need to take a 
break from it occasionally? 

One of the students surveyed in the article mentions that 
he likes the feel of a book and that it’s “not going off or making 
sounds.” Textbook makers, bookstore owners and college stu-
dent surveys underscore that millennials still strongly prefer 
print for pleasure and learning, commenting that readers tend 
to skim on screens, but are more engaged with print. I can’t 
imagine reading the classics without a book in hand. 
Shakespeare or de Tocqueville on screen isn’t the same. 

Appreciating things old and new makes life interesting. 
Antique stores usually have grand stacks of gently used litera-
ture and small, independent bookstores are on the rise again. 
Some things are simply timeless treasures, whether they are 
clothing, books or homes. In this issue we have the pleasure 
of showcasing three homes that have transcended the test of 
time and have been preserved to their original grandeur. 

As we continue to run on the hamster wheel that is life, 
let’s remember to celebrate and embrace our past (well, maybe 
not the clam diggers) while figuring out how to marry the new 
and the old. There’s certainly room 
on the shelf for a book or two.
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“A man is like a novel: until the very last page you don’t know how 
it will end. Otherwise it wouldn’t be worth reading.” 

—Yevgeny Zamyatin, We
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