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The Holidays
Every year I lament on how the holiday season seems to 

arrive faster and faster. We all have that perfect gift-giving 
friend who starts shopping when school starts and by 
Halloween has all their gifts purchased and wrapped with 
custom-made bows. I am not that friend. Don’t get me wrong, 
I love finding the perfect present. It just usually happens later 
rather than sooner. I’ve definitely honed my buying prowess 
over the last few decades. When I was in first grade, my 
elementary school held a bazaar where you could purchase 
gifts for $5. Being the daughter of a single mother, I bought  
her a set of multicolored screwdrivers. We always needed to 
fix something, so this seemed like the perfect gift.

I recently read an article that revealed some of the worst 
gifts ever. The top 10 were priceless (well, not literally): a piece 
of string—a headband gone wrong; a bedazzled toilet brush; 
$3.86—what?; a tablecloth pattern for someone who doesn’t 
own a circular table or a sewing machine; a large package 
of Craisins; a book about dinosaurs—given to a 22-year-old 
man; a lump of coal—given to an adult child; spring—yes, the 
season—the giver forgot where he hid the gift and announced 
that the recipient would have to wait until spring to get it; a 
snowboard for someone who lived in a southern city devoid 
of mountains; and a how-to-grow-a-boyfriend kit—gifted to a 
daughter from her parents—yikes! 

In Central Florida, we have no excuses this holiday season. 
With the opening of the Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing 
Arts and rich programming being offered by our cultural 
organizations, tickets are a perfect fit for many. And, unlike 
my elementary school, we have museum gift shops that are 
stocked with beautiful jewelry, sculptures and artful items. 
Rest assured, my gifts to my mother have improved drastically, 
but I do believe there’s something to be said for having the 
right screwdriver when you need it. Come on, it’s better than 
a piece of string, and—believe it or not—my mother still has 
that colorful set of tools.

Cheers!
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The Alfond Inn celebrates its first Anniversary this Fall and is offer- 
ing a number of special packages for guests to enjoy including an 
overnight stay with dinner prepared by Executive Chef Marc Kusche 
at Hamilton’s Kitchen.  While here, be sure to tour the rotating 
exhibit of museum-quality artwork from The Alfond Collection  
of Contemporary Art for Rollins College, established by longtime 
donors and Rollins alumni Barbara and Ted Alfond, both class of ’68.  

The Alfond Inn was designed to fulfill a philanthropic mission.   
Net operating income from the Inn endows The Alfond Scholars 
program.  As Rollins College’s premier scholarship fund, it offers full 
scholarships and provides additional financial aid to students each 
year. Proceeds from the Inn will be directed to the fund over the 
next 25 years, or until the endowment principal reaches $50 million, 
whichever comes later.

Located in the heart of Winter Park and steps away from Park 
Avenue’s boutiques, bistros and museums, The Alfond Inn features 
112 guest rooms and 10,000 square feet of ballroom and function 
space ideal for social and corporate events. For more information 
and reservations visit www.TheAlfondInn.com or call 407-998-8090.

Celebrating Our 
First AnniversAry

300 East New England Avenue, Winter Park, FL  32789
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