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From big names in the world of 
entertainment to unknown 

artists and student productions, 
this year’s Orlando International 
Fringe Theatre Festival, May 13 to 
26, caters to everyone and includes 
theater, comedy, dance, music, 
exhibitions and special events. 
Variety is the spice of life, so take 
a chance and try a Fringe flavor 
that is new and different. 

“Our tag line this year is ‘Anyone 
Can Fringe,’ and that is what I tell 
people,” says George Wallace, the 
Fringe Festival’s executive director.  
“With over 120 shows, from the free 
Kids Fringe and live bands on the 
outdoor stage, to family-friendly and 
cutting-edge performances, the patron 
is in the driver’s seat.”

Savor The 24Th annual orlando  
InTernaTIonal FrInge TheaTre FeSTIval. 

By CynThIa ElyCE RuBIn

The Fabulous Flavors of 

Fringe
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Corsets & Cuties
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Taking its roots from the first 
Fringe Festival hosted in Edmonton in 
Alberta, Canada, in 1982 that adapted 
the formula created by the Edinburgh, 
Scotland Fringe Festival 35 years ear-
lier, the overwhelming success of the 
Canadian festival soon led to the cre-
ation of Fringe festivals across Canada 
and the U.S. 

The Orlando Fringe—the longest-
running U.S. participant—preserves 
the root ideals and principles of the 
early Fringe Festivals. All performers 
are selected on a non-juried basis 
through application or lottery. The 
price of tickets is kept affordable and 
goes directly to the artists. And the 
Fringe Festival pledges complete free-
dom of artistic content.

 Every year, hundreds of entertain-
ers take to different stages throughout 
Loch Haven Park and surrounding 
venues during the festival’s two weeks.  
This year there were 200 applications 
with 50 percent of the slots staying 
local; 25 percent going to national 
acts, and the remaining 25 percent to 
international artists. In fact, perform-
ers from seven countries are partici-
pating this year, including Afghanistan, 
Australia, Canada, Japan and the 
United Kingdom. Among the range of 
shows is a drama by Gary Kapulnik 
from Tel Aviv, whose own military 
service forced him to confront the 

an original play by guy Kapulnik confronts 
moral questions while dealing with his traumatic 
first-hand military experiences.
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Teen Talent
new this year, eight slots 

were set aside for local 
schools, which have been invited 
to perform their shows that won 
thespian district one-act compe-
titions. Tickets are $5, with 100 
percent of the proceeds going 
back to the schools.

“as part of our new teen  
initiative, orlando Fringe is  
committed to expanding oppor-
tunities for young performers 
and patrons,” says orlando 
Fringe president Joyce arbucias. 
“We believe these performances 
from some of the top high school 
theater departments will make 
an exciting addition to our festi-
val lineup.” 

This unique fundraising effort 
will be complemented with four 
one-hour workshops——playwrit-
ing, improvisation, acting and 
auditioning——at the orlando  
Science Center on May 23 and 
24. Students who volunteer at 
the Fringe will also gain entry to 
the workshops.

rainer Hersch
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moral issues of war, and the comedy of 
London’s Rainer Hersch and his hilari-
ous spoof on the genius of Victor 
Borge. In all, there are 130 shows total 
and more than 900 performances.  
“We throw the best party in town,” 
says Wallace.

  
What’s Hot

The festival begins at 5:30 p.m. on 
May 13 with a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony in the Orlando Shakespeare 
Theater.  Join the Fringe staff, board of 
directors and local dignitaries as they 
toast champagne and raise the curtain. 
At 6:30 p.m., the National and Inter-
national Artists Teaser Show takes 
place, with more than 40 visiting  
companies from across the globe pre-
senting two-minute samples of their 
productions. It’s a great opportunity to 
acquaint yourself with the offerings.

Theatre Downtown—which was 
Orlando’s longest continuously run-
ning theater until it closed on Dec. 31 
last year—is teaming up with the 
Orlando Fringe to perform Poe, a pro-
vocative look at the last four days of 
Edgar Allen Poe’s life and macabre 
demise in a production that combines 
drama, humor, music and dance. “As 
they were chosen at the lottery, the 
entire audience erupted with applause 
for a full five minutes,” says Wallace.

Currently based in Portland, 
Oregon, but with a lengthy Orlando 

“What’s the point of religion?” Engaging, 
funny and educational, Brinkman  
pioneers an entirely new genre called 
“lit-hop,” or literary hip-hop, weaving 
complicated issues into such classics as 
The Canterbury Tales and Gilgamesh, 
complete with witty word plays.

And back after a nine-year hiatus is 
the most successful hit show ever in the 
history of Orlando Fringe, and the only 
one to sell out every single seat at every 
single performance in the largest venue. 
The Lion Queen and the Naked Go-Go 
Cub, by longtime Orlando artist Michael 
Wanzie, is a spectacular parody of the 
well-known Disney hit, tracing the 
birth of gay rights and the death  
of Judy Garland. Think star-studded 
spectacle with new musical composi-
tions by Broadway’s Michael Moritz, 
amazing costumes and ribald humor.

pedigree, Chase Padgett had one of the 
best-selling tours on the entire Fringe 
circuit last year, and he is returning to 
Orlando with his musical one-man hit, 
Six Guitars. “It’s not quite the same,” 
he explains. “It’s a new version of the 
same premise.” Padgett portrays six 
different characters, each one perform-
ing a different genre of music, and 
sings both standards and originals that 
tell stories from start to finish. Padgett 
says, “If you love any music, you’re 
gonna laugh, you’re gonna cry, you’re 
gonna have a great time.”

A new act this year is Canadian hip-
hop artist Baba Brinkman and his The 
Rap Guide to Religion, straight from off-
Broadway, a new species of theater 
that’s part hip-hop concert, part stand-
up comedy, and part TED talk that 
explores the age-old controversy, 

“The Fringe is the most eclectic, accessible and exciting event in 
Central Florida. There is no risk. I guarantee that once you 
attend, you will be hooked." —Mike Marinaccio, Fringe producer

The Wonderheads
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Baba Brinkman 
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Helpful 
Tips

all patrons must buy one 
$9 Fringe button to 

attend any show. Buttons can 
be purchased at the infor-
mation desk and at locations 
on festival grounds. programs 
will have all details about the 
varied productions. Show 
prices range from free to $11. 
Shows listed as ByoV (Bring 
your own Venue) could be 
anywhere——from a bathroom 
in a theater lobby to a parking 
lot. Check the description for 
exact information. Tickets 
can be purchased at box 
offices an hour before show 
time, or online. For $99, a 10 
pack will get you a festival 
button and 10 show tickets. 
They are available at the box 
office at 1605 alden road, 
Monday to Friday, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m., through May 
12. For more information, call 
407.648.0077 or log on to 
orlandofringe.org.
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Making a return visit are the full-
face mask performers from Portland, 
Oregon, the Wonderheads—Andrew 
Phoenix and Kate Braidwood, master-
minds who perform this year in Grim 
and Fischer. Both hilarious and touch-
ing, this award-winning physical com-
edy tells the story of a stubborn granny 
with a ferocious will to live who comes 
face to face with the Grim Reaper. She 
puts up the fight of her life to escape 
his definitive grasp in tender, wordless 
and visually stunning storytelling that 
blends both pathos and comedy.

Kids, art & the  
Famous green lawn

There is also Kids Fringe, taking 
place on both weekends of the festival 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the beautiful 
sculpture gardens of The Mennello 
Museum of American Art. Free pro-
grams include shows, hands-on arts 
and crafts, face painting and a bounce 
house. Stop by the information table 
for the scoop on all Kids Fringe shows, 
classes and workshops. 

For art lovers, there is Visual Fringe. 
Anything you see hanging on the walls 
or placed somewhere in the Orlando 
Shakespeare Theater, whether paint-
ings, drawings, photographs, ceramics 

or sculpture, is for sale. In addition, an 
Art Bazaar on both weekends will take 
place from noon to 4 p.m. at the 
Orlando Museum of Art. And don’t 
miss Kids Visual Fringe, which will be 
held in the Orlando Repertory Theater 
and will give participating artists 100 
percent of the price of sold work.

The outdoor stage on the Green 
Lawn is the site of many free musical 
performances and events. This is also 
where you will find food and the 
famous beer tent. Enjoy the long-
standing carnival-style classics of fried 
peanut-butter-and-jelly sandwiches 
and cheese curds, as well as a new 
menu that boasts additions of vegetar-
ian fare and lots more.

In the end, Fringing is all about fly-
ing by the seat of your pants with a bit 
of chaos thrown in. Whether you 
enjoy drama or comedy, music or 
mime, you’ll find it all. Trying some-
thing new is the best way to embrace 
the Fringe spirit. For festival producer 
Mike Marinaccio, “The Fringe is the 
most eclectic, accessible and exciting 
event in Central Florida. There is no 
risk. I guarantee that once you attend, 
you will be hooked.”

Cynthia Elyce Rubin, Ph.D., writes about 
the arts from her home in Orlando.
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KidS Fringe includes arts and crafts, as well as age-appropriate shows, workshops and more. FringeZilla, the mascot of orlando Fringe
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