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Outdoor living spaces are extensions of our 
homes and provide a serene destination for family 
and friends. Sculptures, fountains and flora form 
spaces that serve as intentional retreats where the 
imagination has free rein. Whatever the size of 
your backyard oasis, the possibilities are endless. 
Art can live anywhere. Here’s a look at three 
Central Florida gardens and their art.

THE ART
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Chuck and I have been married only two years, so the 
garden and sculpture represent the blending of our new 
life together. As such, the garden courtyard is a mingling 

of materials — glass, wood, clay and ceramics. 
It’s hard to choose a favorite part, but, if I had to choose, I 

love the door to the imagination, a folly (visual illusion) on the 
back wall. It appears as though the doors lead to the next house 
but, alas, only to the imagination. The doors are from an 18th-
century French home reminiscent of The Secret Garden. Much 
of my love for gardens came from the time living as an expat in 
England, the same country where I learned about the folly. 
Chuck loves the Chihuly cobalt herons placed as a counterpoint 
to the doors. The herons really pop out of the landscape; view-
ing them from both in and outside the house is magical. The 
garden feels like a living being with those herons in residence. 
Both of us love the cozy compound feel of the courtyard, open 
to the stars yet closed for just us and our guests.

The Sorenson goddess, Aphrodite, rises out of the landscape 
showing both her feminine and masculine sides as viewers turn 
her around, the back a monument to strength and endurance 
and the front a two-tiered buxom woman, gentle and strong in 
her own right. We have always loved Barbara’s work, with more 
displayed in our home.

THE SECRET GARDEN
Chuck Steinmetz & Margie Pabst 
(philanthropists)

Outdoors

P. 22-27 The Art Outdoors.indd   23 6/10/16   10:18 AM



ORLANDO ARTS MAGAZINE JULY/AUGUST 2016

24

A turning point in my growth as an artist came one day 
when I was studying with Peter Voulkos. I was working 
on the clay wheel, throwing several small ceramic ves-

sels. Pete walked through my studio, never said a word, picked 
up a pot, and placed it upside down on top of another of the 
vessels. Of course, he created a closed form. It was no longer 
a functional vessel. From that day forward, I became a “sculp-
tor” and left behind the notion that my work needed to be 
functional. It was truly the beginning of me making large-scale 
work for the landscape.

Gardens are very meaningful. When I was a young child, 
my father had a magnificent rose garden and also a tremen-
dous vegetable garden where I helped him pick roses for the 
dinner table and vegetables for our salads. I remember when 
being outside with him gathering for our dinner, there was an 
incredible feeling of freedom and space. You could breathe the 
fresh air and it made you want to dance in the garden. From 
my 6-year-old vantage point, the roses became drawings in the 
sky. As I began to make my outdoor sculpture series, I now see 

INSPIRATION
Barbara Sorenson 
(artist)
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the outline of these flowers, and for me they become drawings 
in the landscape. Yellow roses, tall silver stamens, red trumpet 
flower about to open and a flower with silver petals blowing in 
the wind. Each sculpture pops up out of the green landscape as 
a gift to the viewer to embrace. 

I love the sanctuary we have created in the back landscape 
of our home. The four walls of foliage create a private sanctu-
ary like space filled with the sounds of waterfalls, goddesses 
in their primal call, growing upward from the reeds as they 
would appear in the Nile’s river beds, and sculpture like flow-
ers seeming to emerge from the fertile green foliage. The sun-
light dances across the forms as the hours of the days move 
on to dusk.
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Our backyard is meaningful to our family because it’s 
where we gather to garden, play, relax and enjoy a great 
meal together. Our love for gardening and outdoor art 

developed in Mexico. Gardening allows us to express ourselves 
and create spaces of joy. Nature and Roberto’s art enhance 
our outdoor living space, which is an extension of our home. 
Our favorite space is on the deck outside of our bedroom door. 
Watching the birds swoop down to the fountain to bathe and 
refresh, added to the sound of the running water, is transcending. 

We love the different textures of the paving and different 
levels. The fountain, palms and the bamboo interact with the 
potted plants and different design elements to create small 
distinct oasis-like areas.

Whether we are working in, playing in or just admiring our 
garden, we always appreciate how much it enhances our lives.

SPACES OF JOY 
Roberto Gonzalez & Linda Landman Gonzalez 
(artist & Orlando Magic vice president of philanthropy/multicultural 
insights and president of the Orlando Magic Youth Foundation) 
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