
From left: Morse Museum Tiffany windows light up Christmas in the Park; Art and History Museums – Maitland  
presents Holidays at the Waterhouse; and Atlantic Center for the Arts features The IMAGES Holiday Tour of Homes.

Season 
Sensations

A gallery of gifts and more to help you celebrate this holiday season.

G
ift giving is truly an art form to many of us. 
Finding the perfect items to make the faces of 
those you love light up with happiness: This 
is one of the joys of the holidays. Whether you 
are a gift-giving master or novice, on a budget 

or ready to splurge, we have many one-of-a-kind ideas for 
you from galleries all around Orlando, not to mention a 
bevy of exciting ways to spend the holiday season.

BY JULIA TILFORD

ORLANDO ARTS MAGAZINE NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2017

17

P. 16-21 Season Sensations Gift Guide.indd   17 10/12/17   4:38 PM



ORLANDO ARTS MAGAZINE NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2017

18

Shop for Your Art Style
At the Cornell Fine Arts Museum in 
Winter Park, you will find a number of 
interesting books for the art lover in your 
life, including The Last Pictures by Trevor 
Paglen ($28) and Sara VanDerBeek ($50). 
If you’re looking for something a little 
off the beaten path, the Bheard Sound 
Pod from Bhold can be purchased at 
the gift shop for $25 and doubles as a 
decorative stand for your phone and an 
acoustic speaker. While you’re purchas-
ing your gifts at Cornell, be sure to visit 
their Seasonal Social and Open House on 
Friday, Dec. 1. The event is free and open 
to the public, and special discounts can 
be obtained in the gift shop for museum 
members. 

Another shopping opportunity can be 
found at Jeanine Taylor Folk Art (JTFA) 
in downtown Sanford. Taylor is excited 
to unveil her Fables & Folklore collec-
tion on Friday, Nov. 10, for a sneak peek 
reception and then on Saturday, Nov. 11, 
for the annual open house. Guests are 
invited to visit the gallery and to enjoy 
holiday-themed snacks. Some of the 
most exceptional holiday gifts can be 

found here as well, including the incred-
ible Candyland glass trees ($14-$25) and 
the Eric and Eloise Collection, which 
consists of the Eric candelabra ($85), 
Sleepy Eloise tealight ($25), Forest plates 
($33) and napkin rings ($19.50). In addi-
tion, JTFA is bringing back its immensely 
popular musical retro TVs ($85-$1,000), 
and for the furry friend in your life, you 
can purchase assorted pet tree orna-
ments ($3-$10.50). 

Orlando Museum of Art (OMA) also 
has some great products in their gift 
shop for everyone on your list. Their 
famous artist socks ($8-$12) feature well-
known masters like Van Gogh, Degas, 
Picasso and Klimt, and their balloon 
dog bookends ($55-$60) will certainly 
add a creative and contemporary touch 
to your bookshelves. The gift shop also 
has Cubebots ($11-$19) — wooden robot 
puzzles that are fun for all ages — and 
their classic OMA stainless-steel water 
bottles ($22). In addition, OMA is gearing 
up for its 31st year of the Festival of Trees. 
Friday, Nov. 10, marks the Tree Lighting 
Reception, which is from 6 to 10 p.m. The 
festival is open to the public Nov. 11-19. 

The Art Gallery at Mills Park is very 
excited to showcase Pierre Henri Matisse, 
grandson of the famous artist, who will 
be part of the gallery’s biggest show ever 
this holiday season. The gallery will also 
sell some of his work, including a print of 
A Sense of Wonder ($10,000) and his Paris 
Rendezvous cut-out ($60,000). 

CityArts Factory, in partnership with 
Thornton Park and Church Street, will be 
encouraging local businesses to deco-
rate their windows as part of the Deck 
the DTO celebration on Dec. 1. On Dec. 
27, there will be a showing of the classic 
holiday thriller Black Christmas at the 
Avalon Island Gallery. In addition, all 
the art in the O-Gallery is for sale, with 
prints starting at $20 and original art 
and ceramic for $125 and up. You may 
also want to commission a pet portrait 
from featured artist Dlynn Roll (starting 
at $250) or purchase a T-shirt, purse or 
jewelry for a loved one. 

Last but not least, the Charles Hosmer 
Morse Museum of American Art is also 
ready for your holiday business and 
offers one-of-a-kind gifts, including its 
Anne-Marie Chagnon Jewelry (neck-

Left: Paris Rendezvous at Art Gallery at Mills. Above: Famous artist socks at OMA.

Balloon dog bookends at OMA. 
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lace $172; bracelet $82), “Jack in the 
Pulpit” Lundberg Studios blown glass 
vase ($535), Romeo Glass wine goblets 
($130 ea) and martini glasses ($142), and 
Simon Sebagg jewelry (necklace $325; 
bracelet $200). The Morse Museum and 
City of Winter Park are also holding its 
annual Christmas in the Park celebra-
tion, featuring lit-up Tiffany windows in 
the Central Park area and presenting the 
Bach Festival Choir and Brass Ensemble 
in concert. Thursday, Dec. 7, marks the 
39th anniversary of Christmas in the 
Park from 6:15 to 8 p.m. 

And More
Orlando always has more to do during 
the holidays, so whether you’re going out 
with a friend, family, children or your 
significant other, we have you covered. 

Enzian’s Letters to Santa event takes 
place on Sunday, Dec. 10, at 11 a.m. and 
will feature the beloved children’s film 
The Polar Express. Take your kiddies 
to the theater to enjoy cookies and hot 
cocoa, and to write their letters before a 
visit from Santa Claus himself at the end 
of the film. Tickets for the event are $11. 

Books and sound pods at Cornell Fine Arts Museum.

Musical retro TVs at Jeanine Taylor Folk Art.

A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N

Season Specials

Holiday special: 
two tickets to one of our spring shows  

for only $25. Now through December 31st.

407.646.2145 • rollins.edu/annie

Annie Russell Theatre 
at Rollins College

Give the gift of joy, 
laughter & professional musical theatre!

Gift certificates starting at $25!

407.645.0145 • winterparkplayhouse.org

The Winter Park  
Playhouse

Holiday special! 
Through the end of the year, purchase one 

membership and get one 50% off.

407.836.7046 • thehistorycenter.org

Orange County  
Regional History Center
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Harry P. Leu Gardens is having its 
annual Christmas at the Leu House, 
where guests can visit the historic 
and beautiful Leu House Museum all 
dressed up for the holidays by local 
interior designers. The tour is included 
with daytime admission to the gardens 
and is open Nov. 12, 2017-Jan. 3, 2018. 
If you’re looking for even more fun to 
be had at Leu Gardens, you can enjoy 
a movie night outdoors on Dec. 1. The 
film is National Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation. 

The Art & History Museums — 
Maitland is brewing some holiday fun 
with its Holidays at the Waterhouse. 
Guests step back into the Christmas of 
the past and see what the holidays were 
like during the Victorian era. Holiday 
tours of the Waterhouse Residence 
Museum begin on Nov. 16, and run 
through Jan. 7, 2018, with special candle-
light tours on Dec. 2. The tours are fun 
for family and friends, and children can 
enjoy the “Find the Waterhouse Mouse” 
game throughout their visit. 

Tours of the Stetson Mansion in 
Deland will have a holiday theme 
between Nov. 15, and Jan. 15, 2018, 
and the mansion will offer three tours 
a day for $25. Tours include Stetson 
history as well as an explanation behind 
this year’s Christmas decorations, as 
designers from around the world have 
lent their eye to the beautiful mansion’s 
adornment. 

Finally, The Atlantic Center for the 
Arts presents The IMAGES Holiday Tour 
of Homes, showcasing New Smyrna 
Beach homes dressed up for the holiday 
season. The tour helps to fund IMAGES: 
A Festival of the Arts.  More than 1,000 

Festival of Trees at OMA.

Christmas at the Leu House at Harry P. Leu Gardens.

Stetson Mansion tours in Deland.

Candyland glass trees at Jeanine Taylor Folk Art.
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Gingerbread Lane

One of the most exciting holiday activities in Orlando 
this year will be the Gingerbread Lane exhibit at the 
Orlando Science Center (OSC). Creator Jon Lovitch 

has been making gingerbread villages since 1994, and his 
Gingerbread Lane now holds the Guinness World Record 
for the largest gingerbread village in the world. While 
Lovitch will be going for the record again — this time with 
his Baltimore-bound village — he is excited to also bring 
Gingerbread Lane to Florida for the first time. 

“There’s a lot of science 
that goes into how to 
create the perfect ginger-
bread house,” says J.J. 
Leissing, director of 
Visitor Experience at 
OSC. “It’s important to 
find the balance between 
making sure the dough is 
not only elastic enough to 

be molded, but also sturdy enough to not fall apart.” 
Lovitch loves his job and believes what he is doing is 

worth the tricky calculations. 
“I produce art that makes people happy, and I get lots of 

expressions of gratitude every year.” 
The OSC’s holiday season starts Friday, Nov. 24, and will 

include Gingerbread Lane, which can be visited with the 
cost of a regular OSC ticket ($20.95 for adults).
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people attended last year’s event. Tickets 
are $25 or $20 for ACA members. IMAGES 
begins at 9 a.m. on Dec. 2. 

Take in a Festive Show
If you’re still looking for something excit-
ing to do during the holidays, there are 
always many incredible performances in 
Orlando from orchestras to live theater. 

• Bach Festival’s A Classic Christmas: 
Dec. 1, 2 p.m., Knowles Memorial 
Chapel ($25-75)

• Orlando Ballet’s The Nutcracker: 
Dec. 21-24, Dr. Phillips Center for the 
Performing Arts ($19+)

• Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra’s 
Home for the Holidays: Nov. 25, 2 and  
8 p.m., Bob Carr Theater ($17.50-85)

• Central Florida Community Arts’ 
Jingle Bell Jukebox: Nov. 4, 6 p.m., 
Central Florida Community Arts ($10) 

• Orlando Shakespeare Theater’s It’s a 
Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play: Nov.  
29-Dec. 30, Margeson Theater ($13-50)

• Southern Winds Theater’s One-Man 
Christmas Carol: Dec. 22-24, 7:30 p.m. 
and 2 p.m., Blue Bamboo Center for 
the Arts ($15-20)

Though it probably won’t snow, as you 
can see, you can certainly enjoy your 
holidays in Central Florida this year by 
just getting involved in some of the local 
exhibits, shopping in our galleries, and 
simply enjoying time spent with your 
loved ones in the City Beautiful. Now, 
that’s what holidays are for. 

Julia Tilford is an author, freelancer and 
regular contributor to Orlando Arts 
Magazine.
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