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T
he long-awaited new Parramore 
school, Orange County Public 
Schools’ (OCPS) Academic 
Center for Excellence (ACE), 

is set to open its doors in August for the 
2017-2018 school year. Located on the 
corner of West Amelia Street and North 
Parramore Avenue, the new school, 
which will admit pre-kindergarten 
through eighth-grade students, boasts a 
number of investments, including a part-
nership with the Boys and Girls Club, a 
health clinic, and a track and soccer field. 
But according to incoming principal Dr. 
Androndicus Rollins, the children he has 
spoken with are the most excited about 

the school’s groundbreaking new inte-
grative arts program. 

“When I’m talking to students about 
what the school will provide, it doesn’t 
matter if they’re elementary or middle- 
schoolers,” he says. “As soon as I start 
talking about the arts, their eyes just 
light up. They want to start attending 
school now.” 

ACE is partnering with A Gift for 
Music, a program of A Gift for Teaching, 
in order to provide students with tuition-
free string music classes after school. The 
school will allow 35 to 60 third- through 
fifth-grade students the opportunity to 
learn to play the violin as well as other 

string instruments. Students will receive 
lessons two days a week as well as addi-
tional Saturday rehearsal sessions.

“The students in the program love 
coming to lessons and being able to build 
something together,” explains Sarah 
Overton, director of A Gift for Music. “But 
the new school and its arts program will 
be really revolutionary. It can potentially 
become a model for how the community 
thrives when there’s excitement about 
the arts at all age levels.” 

In addition, students at ACE will 
receive a number of other opportuni-
ties supported by Orlando community 
programs, such as Orlando Ballet’s 

New School, New Arts Program
Orange County Public Schools’ new Academic Center for Excellence  

brings integrative arts programming to students through community partnerships.

BY JULIA TILFORD

Students will experience music through tuition-free string classes at OCPS Academic Center for Excellence during the 2017-2018 school year.
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STEPS program. Auditions will be held 
for third-grade students to have special 
classes with Orlando Ballet. Twenty-five 
students will be chosen to take lessons 
once a week at the studio, where parents 
can also go to see their children in action.  

“Orlando Ballet School is very excited 
to partner with the ACE school through 
our STEPS program,” says Orlando Ballet 
School Director Dierdre Miles Burger. 
“In addition to the program introduc-
ing students to classical ballet, it also 
strengthens their ability to focus and 
their sense of accomplishment. We are 
honored to be able to enrich the students’ 
lives through our art form.”

The school will also partner with 
Central Florida Community Arts, Dr. 
Phillips Center for the Performing Arts 
and Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra 
(OPO). The last of these partnerships 
will support ACE students, providing 
elementary and middle-school students 
with lessons in playing the instrument 
of their choice through OPO’s Notes in 
Your Neighborhood program. And pre-K 
and kindergarten students will have the 

opportunity to learn about the families 
of instruments through its Symphony 
Storytime program. 

“The Philharmonic is excited to part-
ner with the children and families of 
the ACE community school to increase 
their access to music education with an 
extended reach of the Philharmonic’s 
music programs,” says OPO Executive 
Director Christopher Barton.  

Scott Evans, senior administrator 
for OCPS Visual and Performing Arts 
Education, states one of ACE’s biggest 
accomplishments will be creating a 
comprehensive arts education program 
that is built into the students’ regular 
school days. 

“They don’t have to worry about how 
they’re getting to their lessons because 
it all occurs during school hours,” says 
Evans. “And the supply lists are very 
complete with well-supplied classrooms 
and great equipment and instruments.” 

Most of the students who will attend  
the new school have not received these 
types of opportunities in the past, accord-
ing to Evans. And in addition to all the 
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“[The arts] help with 
socialization, creativity, 
critical thinking skills, 
all of which create a 
program that impacts 
the total child in a 
positive way.”

— Dr. Androndicus Rollins, 
principal of ACE
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programs previously mentioned where 
students can participate and perform, 
they will also receive the opportunity to 
be part of the audience for once-in-a-life-
time productions. 

“In addition to a comprehensive visual 
and performing arts curriculum, the 
Academic Center for Excellence will be 
part of our Young People’s Performance 
Series. As a result, all second-grad-
ers will see an Orlando Ballet perfor-
mance, third- through fifth-graders 
will attend an Orlando Philharmonic 
Orchestra concert, sixth-graders will 
experience jazz music with the Dr. 
Phillips Center for the Performing Arts, 
and eighth-graders will enjoy a produc-
tion by the Orlando Repertory Theatre,” 
continues Evans.

Part of the reason everyone involved in 
ACE is so excited about the arts program 
is because of the profound impact the 
arts can make on grade-school students. 

“Of course there is an impact on 
academic performance, as many stud-
ies have shown,” says Dr. Rollins. “But 
the arts also provide exposure and 

enrichment opportunities that create a 
well-rounded, successful student. They 
help with socialization, creativity, criti-
cal thinking skills, all of which create a 
program that impacts the total child in a 
positive way.” 

As Evans states, “When you have 
strong arts in your school, kids can imag-
ine and dream whatever they want, and 
they can share these dreams in what-
ever avenue they feel most comfortable 
displaying what they’ve learned.”

And to those in the Orlando commu-

nity who hope to create a positive impact 
themselves, there is always a way to do 
so. Volunteering is the best way you can 
get involved with the school and help 
young minds flourish. After all, there is 
no substitute for the memory of being 
involved in a child’s first experience with 
the arts, no matter their age, the medium 
or the opportunity. 

Julia Tilford is an author, freelancer 
and  regular contributor to Orlando Arts 
Magazine. 
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