
UAinsider
N E W S  F R O M  U N I T E D  A R T S  O F  C E N T R A L  F L O R I D A

ORLANDO ARTS MAGAZINE MARCH/APRIL 2016

23

Since taking office in 2003, Mayor Dyer has 
worked relentlessly to advance the arts in Orlando. 
His vision and leadership in creating partnerships 
to bring more arts to Orlando have heightened 
visibility and provided exposure to the arts and 
arts education for residents of all ages in our 
community.

While consideration for Mayor Dyer’s selection 
for this award included many contributing factors, 
there were a few major accomplishments that 
helped to set him apart in the running:

Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts 
— The $500 million world-class venue opened in 
November 2014, the realization of what had been 
an aspiration of Central Florida for more than two 
decades. Mayor Dyer accomplished the vision of 
his predecessors by bringing together the right 
public and private sector partners representing 
more than $156 million in seed funding and made 
the vision possible. Our city’s new performing 
arts center is more than a place, more than a 
stage, more than just entertainment, it is an iconic 
symbol that inspires Orlando and Central Florida 
to be proud of our community.

CityArts Factory — The 20,000-square-foot 
multi-purpose facility houses separate art galleries 
that showcase the work of local artists, and features 
a cafe, along with meeting and classroom spaces 
that have become the hub for an arts revolution 
in downtown Orlando. Gallery shows open each 
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month with the “Third Thursday Gallery Hop & 
Art Walk” and the streets come alive with arts 
enthusiasts who visit the several dozen exhibit 
spaces and businesses that participate in the event. 
The City annually supports CityArts Factory to 
ensure admission remains free and the facility is 
able to be enjoyed by all. 

See Art Orlando — When visitors travel to major 
U.S. cities, most pose for photos in front of the 
iconic works of public art that help define that 
municipality. And, while billions of photos are 
taken by Orlando visitors each year, most are 
in front of art of a different kind. Recognizing 
this, Mayor Dyer led a group of dedicated arts 
leaders who created See Art Orlando. Supported 
by nearly $1.5 million in private philanthropy,  
See Art Orlando was unveiled in November 
2013. Embodying the diverse fabric of Orlando, 
See Art Orlando is a permanent installation 

of eight contemporary, large-scale, public art 
sculptures in our Downtown. It is believed to be 
the largest permanent sculpture collection under 
construction commissioned at one time.

Mayor Dyer has achieved what many leaders 
aspire to do. He has found the perfect formula 
of partnership and collaboration between public 
and private sectors to advance the shared vision 
for our community, a community not only known 
worldwide for its hospitality and a great place to 
visit, but also as a community with the highest 
quality of life and arts and cultural amenities for 
its residents.

Through Mayor Dyer’s leadership Orlando has 
become, undeniably, one of the greatest arts and 
cultural environments in the nation, fostering a 
rich cultural life for its residents and visitors. We 
can think of no one more deserving of this honor 
than Mayor Dyer.

Congratulations, Mayor Dyer!    

On the third Thursday of every month, thousands of visitors converge Downtown 
to celebrate art, food, technology and business. Along the way, people partake in 
an evening of sights, sounds, food, shopping and cosmopolitan living.

The Gallery Hop officially starts at 6:00 pm and runs until 9:00 pm,  
while some restaurants and bars stay open considerably later.

On a typical Hop, several galleries and non-traditional art venues spotlight 
the best of established and emerging Orlando-based artists in tandem with 
nationally and internationally acclaimed artists. Street artists and performers 
settle into the many nooks of the District. Discover up-and-coming bands, 
dance troupes and buskers. Expect the unexpected as each month is uniquely 
an experience in art and culture.

For information about future events, visit 3rdThu.com.
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