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Holiday Stories

The holidays. It’s a time of celebration and family antics. 
I mean family fun. I had a beloved aunt who made her 
famous dressing balls every year. Unfortunately, they 

were so dry that you were forced to choke them down with 
whatever beverage was handy. There was a contest of who 
could hide their “ball” successfully without being caught. I’m 
pretty sure you could break a window with them if there were 
ever a kitchen fire. The dog was of 
no help. We would laugh until tears 
rolled down our cheeks. The stories 
that we share around the table each 
holiday season become the fabric 
of our history. Just like the holi-
days, the arts celebrate tradition, 
ingenuity and, most importantly, 
commonality. It’s the time of the 
year that we seem to focus on shar-
ing instead of dividing. 

As the art scene grows in our 
community, so does commonality 
of experiences. I’m always amazed when I notice people on 
social media interacting who I would never imagine knowing 
each other. And without exception, it’s usually because of the 
arts. I started paying attention to this trend about a year ago 
and have been tracking ever since. People who shop on Park 
Avenue meet people who prefer vintage, people who dine at 
5:30 p.m. meet folks who don’t go out until 9 p.m. Unexpected 
relationships that flourish because there is a common love for 
a specific art genre. These relationships allow us to travel far 
from where we start. Not in miles, but in attitude and accep-
tance. They also may bring you back full circle or promote 
collaboration with people you would not ordinarily see in your 
everyday life. So our shared experiences will eventually turn 
into stories shared around a table. It’s up to us to make sure 
those threads are created. 

As the year ends, be resolute in creating your next dressing- 
ball story full of intrigue and new friends. Make life interesting. 
Just make sure you have a beverage close by. 

Happy holidays, happy New Year!
Cheers,
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