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Michael Marinaccio performed in his first 
Orlando International Fringe Theatre 
Festival (Orlando Fringe) in 1997, while 
a University of Central Florida acting 

student. He was hooked, and followed his debut with 
more than a decade of Fringe volunteering, produc-
ing, writing, acting and directing. Marinaccio became 
producer of Orlando Fringe in 2011, and launches the 
26th annual  festival on May 16.

Alauna Friskics’ “Fringe-troduction” occurred just 
a year after Marinaccio’s, when she served as a volun-
teer in 1998. She worked at the Fringe and other arts 

organizations over the next several years, joining 
Garden Theatre in 2006. Friskics led the Garden to its 
current status as a West Orange County arts anchor. In 
March, she returned to her Fringe roots, now as exec-
utive director.

But don’t let this talk of maturing let you think 
the longest-running U.S. Fringe festival has lost its 
Fringe, even as it has evolved to feature programming 
year round. 

“You keep it accessible to the artists and audi-
ence members — and the artists keep it Fringe,” 
Marinaccio says.

BY DINA HERNANDEZ
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A local favorite of artists and 
audiences alike, this 14-day 
performing arts festival turns 26, 
proudly remaining 100 percent 
unjuried and uncensored — and 
accessible to all audiences.

Kids Fringe keeps youngsters busy with fun 
interactive performances and activities. 
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Something for Everyone
Unjuried and uncensored, Orlando Fringe brings 
two weeks of live theater, dance, comedy and music 
to downtown’s Loch Haven Cultural Park area. More 
than 300 applicants entered this year’s lottery, with 
165 getting a spot in the lineup of more than 900 
performances in a dozen-plus venues. “Venue,” in 
Fringe parlance, is an elastic term. It can refer to a 
traditional theater such as the Margeson Theater 
at Lowndes Shakespeare Center. It also can mean a 
cargo van, venue for PeeVira’s Scareavan Sing-Along; 
Orlando Urban trail, site of Stardust Kingdom and 
Stardust After Dark; or a shady tree, where you’ll find 
The Ugly American Sings. 

Target audiences also run the gamut, with artists 
rating their own shows and indicating recommended 
minimum ages: all ages, 7 and older, 13 and older, and 
18 and up. Audiences of all ages have several shows to 

choose from, including Cody Clark: A Different Way of 
Thinking. Clark, a magician who is on the autism spec-
trum, says he uses his talents to share “real life’s magic 
moments.” Living Room, the Sitcom, for the 18-and-
up crowd, is a play staged on the living-room set of a 
sitcom pilot. In between are shows such as Punslingers: 
A Western Wordplay Musical (7+), Phantasmagoria’s 
Wickedest Tales of All (7+), Roller Derby Saved My Soul 
(13+) and The Struggle Is Real (13+).

Orlando Fringe is “something that has something 
for everyone,” Marinaccio says. 

This year’s theme invites one and all to “Stay  
Curious — If You Don’t Go, You’ll Never Know.”

Most shows come from local talent — 99, to be exact 
— including Fringe veterans John DeHaas (Psycho 
Mode) and Lil Theatre Company (Go Fish) — with 37 
shows from artists around the country, and 30 from 

“You keep it accessible 
to the artists and audience 
members — and the artists 
keep it Fringe.”

 — Michael Marinaccio, Orlando 
Fringe producer

“I love Fringe because it 
fosters accessibility to a wide 
range of artistic experiences in a 
low-risk environment for the 
artist, producer and audience.” 

— Alauna Friskics, Orlando Fringe 
executive director

26th Annual Orlando International Fringe Theatre Festival
May 16-29 • Loch Haven Cultural Park Area

orlandofringe.org
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outside the United States. Countries represented this 
year include Canada, Australia and United Kingdom. 
About two-thirds of the shows are created by return-
ing artists, some of whom perform on the national and 
international Fringe festival circuit.

Visual Fringe is expanding this year, displaying 
more artwork by more artists who, like their perform-
ing counterparts, gain entry via lottery and present 
uncensored work. Every piece of art is for sale, with 
the entire purchase price going to the artist. Theater 
students from eight area high schools share their 
emerging craft at Teen Fringe performances, sched-
uled for the festival’s second weekend. This is Teen 
Fringe’s third year. Kids Fringe runs 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
both weekends of Fringe. Packed with performances 
and activities, it is free and fabulous, but the whole 
family misses out if you don’t check out a ticketed 

performance too. You’ll also want to sample Foodies 
of the Fringe food and drink offerings, remembering 
that the beer tent only accepts cash.

Orlando Fringe closes Memorial Day, May 29, with 
an afternoon of patrons’ picks — encore perfor-
mances of each venue’s two best-selling shows. 
Critics’ choice awards are announced at the closing 
ceremonies that evening, with categories ranging 
from best show to best physical-theater work to best 
technical achievement.

“I love Fringe because it fosters accessibility to a wide 
range of artistic experiences in a low-risk environment 
for the artist, producer and audience,” Friskics says. 
“This is the perfect recipe for creativity to flourish.”

Writer Dina Hernandez is a Florida native who enjoys 
running, gardening, theology and history.

Step 1: Get a button. Everyone age 13 
and up must buy and wear a $10 Fringe 
button — good for the entire festival — to 
attend a show. Proceeds support Orlando 
Fringe, while all ticket sales go to performers. 

Step 2: Check out the Teaser Shows, 
showcasing two-minute performance pre-
views. 

Step 3: Obsessively scan the Fringe 
program and website, buying show tickets 
online (avoid the lines!) or at an on-site box 
office. Ticket prices range from free to $12. 
Shows typically run 60-90 minutes, and all 
venues are wheelchair-accessible. Allow 
plenty of time to park and locate your venue.
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