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Growing Season
We are definitely in the middle of a major growth spurt 

in Central Florida. Our population is increasing. Our 
venues are rising. Our arts are thriving. Our community is 
becoming home to new families and innovative ideas. Raising 
a child certainly does take a village, but raising a community 
takes vision. Often when it was time for my children to 
return to school after summer break, they would try on their 
uniforms to find out that either their shorts shrank or their 
legs grew. So, off we would go to buy new clothes. Our com-
munity leaders continue to do the same thing. When the 
community starts wearing Daisy Dukes, changes are in order. 
Now we can jump on SunRail to various parts of our city  
and in November we will be enjoying the opening of the  
Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts. Both of these 
additions will change our landscape and a vibrant arts com-
munity will follow. On page 10, you can read about how 
your cultural leaders are envisioning the future and taking 
creativity to a new level. 

As we kick off a new cultural season, several organiza-
tions are raising the bar. Orlando Shakespeare Theater is 
presenting Les Misérables, complete with a live orchestra and 
a cast of 30 actors that includes Davis Gaines. This will be 
the largest production in its history. Crealdé School of Art 
will celebrate 40 years in our community and the Bach 
Festival Society will observe its 80th birthday. Both organi-
zations are planning special offerings centered around their 
anniversaries. And speaking of creative programming, the 
Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra (OPO) is conducting a 
season-long interview process to find its new musical direc-
tor. After narrowing the field down to the top five candidates, 
OPO will give the potential hires a chance to create their 
own concerts and conduct the orchestra. No pressure for 
these professionals (page 28)! Make sure you get your tickets 
early, so you can form your own opinion. 

Be part of a great season where arts and culture can be 
found in every niche and your 
spirit can be filled by all five senses. 
Go out and play!
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Cindy Bowman LaFronz
Editor
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The Alfond Inn celebrates its first Anniversary this Fall and is offer- 
ing a number of special packages for guests to enjoy including an 
overnight stay with dinner prepared by Executive Chef Marc Kusche 
at Hamilton’s Kitchen.  While here, be sure to tour the rotating 
exhibit of museum-quality artwork from The Alfond Collection  
of Contemporary Art for Rollins College, established by longtime 
donors and Rollins alumni Barbara and Ted Alfond, both class of ’68.  

The Alfond Inn was designed to fulfill a philanthropic mission.   
Net operating income from the Inn endows The Alfond Scholars 
program.  As Rollins College’s premier scholarship fund, it offers full 
scholarships and provides additional financial aid to students each 
year. Proceeds from the Inn will be directed to the fund over the 
next 25 years, or until the endowment principal reaches $50 million, 
whichever comes later.

Located in the heart of Winter Park and steps away from Park 
Avenue’s boutiques, bistros and museums, The Alfond Inn features 
112 guest rooms and 10,000 square feet of ballroom and function 
space ideal for social and corporate events. For more information 
and reservations visit www.TheAlfondInn.com or call 407-998-8090.

Celebrating Our 
First AnniversAry

300 East New England Avenue, Winter Park, FL  32789
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