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Great Discoveries
I’m sure that we are like many families who seek out hidden  

treasures while traveling, like hole-in-the-wall eateries and tucked-
away galleries. Oftentimes, we even make those discoveries in our 
own backyard. Last week we stumbled upon the best little (I mean 
very little), homemade ice cream shop on 17-92 in the Winter Park 
area. I have driven that stretch of road countless times so I can’t 
really say it’s hidden, but I never noticed the quaint little building 
that contains a huge amount of yumminess. How many other gems 
are we passing by on a daily basis?  

One of our very own treasures, Art and History Museums—
Maitland, is a great example. Recently, during a conversation with its 
executive director, she remarked that they would like to be described 
by visitors just as a “treasure” and not so much with “hidden” preced-
ing the word. What a great thought. How do we move the needle on 
that transition? Certain finds are supposed to be hidden—like 
antiques in an old home or shipwrecks at the bottom of an ocean, 
but don’t we want folks to find our cultural treasures? Originally,  
I must admit, I thought we needed to make it super easy to find these 
great venues. However, I think I was misguided. It seems that people 
like the mystique of the word “hidden.” The solution may lie in cre-
ating a treasure map that is steeped in clues and mystery. Why not?

In 2013, “The Today Show” showcased a gentleman by the name 
of Forrest Fenn. Fenn, a New Mexico multimillionaire, wanted 
people to get off of the couch and go searching for hidden treasure. 
He believes that too many Americans are spending their free time 
watching TV or playing video games. So, he hid a chest filled with 
millions of dollars in gold coins, diamonds and emeralds, as well as 
other gems. He wrote a poem chock-full of clues and people took to 
the streets to find the valuables, with many thanking him for inspir-
ing family vacations. One treasure seeker traveled more than a 
thousand miles with clues in hand. He even jumped into freezing 
waterfalls because part of the poem reads, “There’ll be no paddle up 
our creek, just heavy loads and water high.” 

Although people seem to like a good hunt, we should probably 
make the map key more user friendly. It’s summer and very hot,  
so we don’t want travelers giving up too soon. Perhaps a pretend 
“hidden” will make the challenge more 
enticing. Here’s to great discoveries. 
Godspeed!
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