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Make this holiday season a truly special one 
by shopping for one-of-a-kind gifts at some of 

Orlando’s arts and cultural venues.
BY JULIA TILFORD

M A G A Z I N E

G
ift giving can be one of the 
most stressful parts of the 
holidays — unless you turn 
the process into an art. 
Several Orlando arts and 

cultural venues are offering beautiful, 
one-of-a-kind gifts you won’t be able 
to pick up in any department store, as 
well as fun activities to jump-start the 
season and enjoy while you shop. The 
holidays have never been so sweet. 
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The Best Way to Shop ’Til You Drop
The Cornell Fine Arts Museum at Rollins College 
should be one of the first destinations on anyone’s list. 
Their Shop/Mingle/Make event starts on Friday, Nov. 
18, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and continues into Saturday, 
Nov. 19, from 1 to 5 p.m. The museum is free and open 
to the public (like always), and guests can enjoy spe-
cial refreshments, music and discounts in the gift shop 
on these days. Saturday visitors will also be arriving 
on CFAMily Day, which means kids are welcome, and 
fun, DIY activities inspired by the exhibition In the 
Light of Naples: The Art of Francesco de Mura will be 
part of the festivities. 

The museum is offering a number of fantastic items 
in the gift shop, including catalogs highlighting some 
of the year’s most popular exhibits such as Fractured 
Narratives: A Strategy to Engage, In the Light of Naples, 
and Women and Abstraction. These sell for between 
$15 and $50 each. Hand-printed Harshita scarves that 
mimic the art on display are also on sale, and each 
one is completely unique ($50). And, for the new mom 
or dad in your life, baby onesies featuring humor-
ous, art-related slogans such as “I ♥ Dada” and “Mini 
Minimalist” are likely to be a surefire hit ($22). 

If your tastes run more toward indigenous art, 
though, you’re likely to find something funky and fab-
ulous for your loved one at Jeanine Taylor Folk Art 
in downtown Sanford. On Nov. 12, JTFA is having an 
open house to kick off the holidays, turning the gallery 
into a shopper’s paradise that will last through Dec. 
24, giving last-minute shoppers a go-to. The theme is 
Retro Holiday, which means Taylor and her staff will 
be wearing handmade shirtwaist dresses and provid-
ing their own take on mid-century modern. 

One of the most intriguing items for sale is a collec-
tion of hand-blown, hand-painted German orna-
ments. Guests are invited to purchase a set or just one 
or two ($10–$40). Thriftier spenders might want to 
consider picking up a fun and folksy Christmas wine 
bottle topper ($8–$12), but those looking to spend 
a little more are likely to be thrilled by the musical 
vintage TVs that the gallery has sold for the last three 
years. These range from 8 inches to 5 square feet in 
size and play Christmas music while the snowy scene 
inside rotates ($80–$800). 

If you’re looking for a tranquil interlude from the 
hectic pace of the holidays, The Charles Hosmer Morse 
Museum of American Art in Winter Park is offering 
a chance to see the collection while also shopping 
remarkable, one-of-a-kind gifts for everyone you love. 
The recent addition Timeless Beauty — The Artwork 
of Louis Comfort Tiffany is the first book to highlight 
the museum’s collection by Tiffany in almost 25 years 
(Schiffer Publishing, $29.99). Readers can learn more 
about his revolutionary work with glass windows, 
lamps and vases while also gaining more insight into 
the man’s other works. 

CFAM’s baby onesie (left), Harshita scarves (above) and 
catalogs highlighting popular exhibits (below) 

Above: Jeanine Taylor Folk Art’s musical vintage TV and 
handmade ornaments
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In addition, you can find a dazzling new jewelry 
collection inspired by the Tiffany Jewelry Design 
Book that will take your breath away (necklace, $295; 
bracelet, $240; ring, $70). The museum’s art glass col-
lection also contains several beautiful pieces. Guests 
can purchase bowls by Emilio Robba that feature silk 
flowers suspended in glass, giving the illusion of blos-
soms floating in water. Bowls range from medium size 
to just big enough to hold a delicate tea light  
($55–$135).  

Holiday Events for All Ages
Of course, the Orlando area also has its share of 
seasonal events not focused solely on shopping. If 
you’re looking for something you can enjoy with the 
whole family, the Orlando Museum of Art is hosting 
its annual Festival of Trees Nov.12-20. The museum 
will be filled with brightly decorated trees and other 
holiday ornamentations for the spectacular 30th 
anniversary of this event, and many of these will be 
available for purchase. Guests can attend the Festival 
for the regular price of admission: $15 for adults (and 
with special discounts for military personnel, first 
responders, seniors, etc.). And if you are still looking 
for the perfect gift for the art lover in your family, the 
museum’s gift shop is offering a copy of Urban Theater: 
New York Art in the 1980s ($55). This gift will pair well 
with tickets to the museum, as the OMA exhibition 
The Conversation Continues features many of the same 
world-renowned artists and will be open throughout 
the end of the year.

The Bok Tower Garden’s Holiday Home Tour is 
another family friendly event that provides all-day 

Bok Tower Gardens’ Holiday Home Tour  

Orlando Museum of Art’s 
Festival of Trees 

Charles Hosmer 
Morse Museum of 

American Art’s Tiffany 
art book and Emilio 
Robba glass bowls  

P. 23-27 Holiday Gifts_622.indd   25 10/13/16   12:01 PM



ORLANDO ARTS MAGAZINE NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2016

26

seasonal activities. Starting on Nov. 25 and running 
until Jan. 8, the garden’s Pinewood Estate mansion will 
be decked out for the theme Home for the Holidays, 
and guests are invited to take a tour. According to 
the story, the Buck family is thrilled to have their son 
home from World War II and is getting ready to cele-
brate Christmas in spectacular, 1940’s fashion. After 
the tour, guests can walk through the garden and 
even see a concert all for the price of admission ($20 
per adult, $9 per child). And don’t forget to check out 
the gift shop, which is open 365 days a year and sells 
a number of beautiful holiday gifts, like a singing Bok 
Tower ornament ($15.95). 

For the little ones, the Enzian in Maitland hosts 
the Letters to Santa event on Dec. 11 at 11 a.m. Chil-
dren receive a letter writing kit in order to craft their 
Christmas lists for Santa Claus. Cookies and hot 
chocolate will be served, and there will be a show-
ing of How the Grinch Stole Christmas (2000) at noon. 
Afterward, kids will have the chance to meet Santa 
in person and purchase photos. The event is $11 for 
children under 12 and $11 for adults (Enzian mem-
bers pay $8.50). 

Enzian’s Letters to Santa 

A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N

Holiday Specials
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Harry P. Leu Gardens of Orlando is hosting its 
yearly Wreath Display & Silent Auction from Nov. 11 
through Dec. 1. Wreaths designed and donated by 
dozens of local artists, crafters and horticulturists will 
be displayed in the Garden House’s Welcome Center, 
and patrons may bid on them. All proceeds go to the 
Friends of Leu Gardens, in order to help fund future 
events. Guests can also see the Leu House decorated 
for the theme Enchanting Christmas as part of the 
price of admission ($6 for adults, $3 for children, and 
free for Leu members). And on Dec. 2 at 7:30 p.m., 
you can even enjoy an outdoor screening of National 
Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation (weather permitting, 
of course). 

In and around Orlando, there are always things to 
do during the holidays. And while you’re taking in 
the local culture and supporting homegrown artists 
and businesses with your friends, family or signifi-
cant other, why not pick up some truly unique gifts for 
everyone on your list?

Julia Tilford is an author, freelancer and regular con-
tributor to Orlando Arts Magazine.

Harry P. Leu Gardens’ Leu House  

Presented at Bob Carr Theater
401 W. Livingston St., Orlando

OrlandoPhil.org | 407.770.0071

Home for the  
Holidays

Sat., Nov. 26 | 2 & 8 p.m.
Albert George Schram, conductor

It’s the most wonderful time 
of the year as everyone gathers 

to ring in the holidays.  
Join the Philharmonic and  
�e Celebration Ringers 

of First United Methodist 
Church Winter Park,  

vocalist Marsaisa Byrd,  
�e Holiday Singers, Opera 
Orlando Youth Choir and 

Rosie O’Grady’s Highlanders. 

Emanuel Ax 
Performs

Sat., Dec. 3 | 8 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 4 | 2 p.m.
Eric Jacobsen, conductor

THE ORLANDO PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA presents

The Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra is supported by United Arts of Central Florida.
This project is funded in part by Orange County Government through the Arts & 

Cultural Affairs Program. Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of 
State, Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture.

Classics Series Sponsor

Seven-time Grammy Award 
winner and piano superstar 
Emanuel Ax performs the 
delightful and charming 

Concerto No. 2 by Beethoven. 
Also on the program are  

Mozart’s Symphony No. 40,  
Beethoven’s heroic Overture 
to Egmont and an exciting 
world premiere by Bielawa.
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