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Diamonds  
in the Rough

Original thought doesn’t always result in masterpieces, but 
on the occasions that it does, the result has a positive 

effect on our entire community. In the last decade we have 
seen numerous outlets pop up for budding playwrights to 
launch and shop new pieces of work, such as Orlando 
Shakespeare Theater’s (OST) PlayFest, where the community 
has the opportunity to help create the final product, and 
Valencia College’s one-act play festival that features original 
scripts by students. What part will these new works play in 
our history? Where would we be without Shakespeare or 
Arthur Miller? However, as we know, many current works 
don’t take center stage until decades after development. 

In 1945, The Glass Menagerie arrived in New York and 
introduced the world to Tennessee Williams, whose work 
would dominate the next three decades. He was not well 
known, but that would quickly change. Born Thomas Lanier 
Williams, he later changed his name to Tennessee because he 
explained that he had written a few “dreadful pieces of poetry” 
in his youth and really wanted to distance himself from those 
unfortunate creations. The world is grateful that he didn’t give 
up or we might have missed out on works such as A Streetcar 
Named Desire and Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. 

As we launch the new arts and cultural season of 2015-16, 
where will you be exploring? Take a chance on originality. In 
October, OST will present an original staging of Bakersfield 
Mist, which won the 2012 Elliot Norton Award for Best New 
Play and is one of many new productions you will find in the 
season listings beginning on page 33. We will always hold the 
tried and true close to our heart, but let’s find the diamond in 
the rough so we can say we were there when it started. We all 
need a good story to tell.

Happy viewing,
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