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Can Convenience 
and Culture Coexist?

My mother is a shopper extraordinaire. She does it for fun. 
When I was around 10 years old, I actually fell asleep in 

a dressing room because we were at the mall for so long.  As 
a result, I like to shop where the stores are facing a sidewalk 
so you can enter and exit quickly, or online where things get 
delivered right to my doorstep. However, the latter does lack 
the excitement of discovering a unique find. Sometimes you 
need to touch and feel what you’re buying. I love artisan gifts 
and really rustic antiquities that you don’t see around every 
corner. I wonder, have we just gotten complacent in finding 
the perfect gift, because a stroke of a keyboard can be so much 
more convenient? 

E-commerce sales grew by 10 percent in the U.S. last year 
and 19 percent globally, reaching approximately $1.4 trillion 
by the end of 2014. Of those shopping online, 73 percent say 
it’s to save time and 58 percent do it to avoid crowds. So, I 
have an awesome idea. What if just a small percentage of those 
sales were made at a local gallery or museum gift shop? You 
don’t have to fight crowds, and they have everything from 
jewelry to clothing, and gift cards to paintings. Don’t forget 
tickets to a concert or a play. We could generate additional 
funding for artists and museums just by spending a few  
minutes and dollars supporting our creative community. A 
few cultural organizations even offer online shopping. 

Several creative treasures are highlighted in “The Art of 
Gift-Giving” (page 13), while local designers offer holiday 
decorating tips that are fun, inexpensive and easy in this issue’s 
Décor department (page 30). That stack of holiday cards needs 
to go somewhere, so here’s to days filled with creative explora-
tion, beautifully hand crafted baubles and, best of all, no 
dressing rooms! 

Cheers,
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