
All We Need Is Love

“L ove is love is love is love is love is love is love is love, 
cannot be killed or swept aside,” Hamilton’s Lin-
Manuel Miranda said as he accepted his Tony award. 

“Now fill the world with music, love and pride.” 
As we begin 2017, perhaps this could serve as our daily 

mantra. A kind deed and a smile can change the world. After 
all, February is the month of love. Approximately 150 million 
Valentine’s Day cards are exchanged 
annually, making Feb. 14 the sec-
ond-most popular card-sending 
holiday after Christmas. Although 
it is often referred to as a Hallmark 
holiday, the day allows us to pause 
and give intentional thought to 
those we cherish.

Valentine greetings were popu-
lar as far back as the Middle Ages, 
though written Valentines didn’t 
begin to appear until after 1400. 
The oldest known valentine still in 
existence today is a poem written in 1415 by Charles, Duke 
of Orleans, to his wife while he was imprisoned in the Tower 
of London following his capture at the Battle of Agincourt. 
Several years later, it is believed that King Henry V hired 
a writer named John Lydgate to compose a Valentine note 
to Catherine of Valois. Of course, today we get off easy with 
mass-produced cards, but I’m thinking a handwritten poem 
would be amazing. 

So here’s a challenge — choose one arts organization this 
year, learn more about its mission and then make a contribu-
tion (time, talent or treasure). One person can truly make a 
difference. If not for the passion and love of John Tiedtke, we 
would not have the Bach Festival Society of Winter Park. This 
year’s takes place from Jan. 17 through March 6 (page 16). Mrs. 
Isabelle Sprague-Smith, a former New York artist and school 
principal, was the president from 1935 to her death in 1950. 
After her death the future of the organization was uncertain. 
The president of Rollins College asked John Tiedtke, the trea-
surer of the college, to take the helm. Tiedtke served as chair-
man of the board of trustees and unwavering benefactor until 
his death in 2004. In addition, if not for the dedicated spirit 
of Eatonville residents, we would not be honoring Zora Neale 
Hurston annually. Her literary contributions and place of 
birth have a place in history and a festival to honor her legacy. 
The 28th Zora! Festival is Jan. 20 to 29 (page 24).

Cheers to a year filled with love, passion and kindness.
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