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A 
nationally known artist 
travels to Central Florida 
to find a site for his next 
big project. He discovers 

the perfect spot and breaks ground. 
Just like magic, his innovative king-
dom radically changes the course of 
the region. But if you think this story 
involves a mouse, think again.

This is the tale of Jules André Smith, 
a visionary artist and architect. With the 
support of philanthropist Mary Louise 
Curtis Bok, Smith founded an artists’ 
colony near the shores of Lake Maitland 
in 1937 that eventually became the 
Maitland Arts Center (MAC). 

A Legendary Celebration
Local museums honor Orange County’s art legends.

BY MICHAEL HAUN

Now under the umbrella of Art & 
History Museums—Maitland (A&H), 
MAC has played host to some of the 
country’s most renowned visual artists, 
brought exciting exhibits to the region 
and inspired locals to explore the arts.

Smith and Bok were artistic trail-
blazers, helping Central Florida develop 
and define its own unique cultural 
scene. The duo are two of the “Art 
Legends of Orange County,” a group of 
20 visionaries being celebrated in a 
yearlong series of events in Orange 
County’s museums and galleries.

“We have a whole generation of art-
ists and arts leaders who have made a 

André Smith

Bill Jenkins

Grady Kimsey

Hal McIntosh

Two Red Pumps, 1938, Bill Jenkins, oil on canvas
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great impact,” says Andrea Bailey Cox, 
executive director of A&H, who spear-
headed the “Legends” program. “People 
don’t realize the rich culture that we 
have here.”

20 Legends
Bailey Cox and executives from 11 

area organizations worked for more 
than a year to develop a list of the most 
influential figures in local art history. 
The result: 20 people who helped 
define modern American art, cultivated 
younger talent through teaching and 
mentorship, or established some of 
today’s best-known arts groups.

The list includes Crealdé School of 
Art founder Bill Jenkins, abstract 
painter and sculptor Doris Leeper and 
sculptor Albin Polasek. Another legend 
being feted is noted Winter Park artist 
Hal McIntosh. In 1946, at the age of 
18, he became the youngest resident at 
MAC (invited personally by Smith). 
McIntosh continues to paint today and 
has helped influence countless other 
artists as an instructor. “Learn skills, 
but find the style that is yours alone,” 
he advises. “Make it rich and elegant. 
Work hard and the rewards will come 
at the right time.”

50 Years
The Orange County legends were 

chosen for contributions made from 
1932 to 1982, a pivotal time for 
Orlando’s arts community, according 

to Bailey Cox. In the early ’30s, local 
arts organizations were just launch-
ing. Actress Annie Russell opened the 
theater that bears her name at Rollins 
College in 1932. By the early ’80s, the 
region had grown by leaps and 
bounds.  

11 Organizations
Not only is Art Legends of Orange 

County a unique program in terms of 
subject matter, it’s unique in terms of 
participants. Eleven area museums and 
galleries have joined forces to host 
exhibits. They are also opening their 
vaults to lend pieces to one another.

“Arts organizations in Orange 
County have collaborated occasionally, 
but a season-long celebration across 
many venues doesn’t happen too 
often,” says Terry Olson, director of 
Orange County Arts & Cultural Affairs. 
“I’m proud of the way the leaders in 
our arts community are willing to 
cooperate to provide an experience 
that goes beyond what one institution 
could provide.”

In many ways, this unique collabo-
ration is the result of the groundwork 
laid by Orange County’s arts legends. 
Bailey Cox says that Orange County’s 
arts scene is more innovative than ever 
before. And equally important, “Our 
community realizes the importance of 
investing in the arts,” she says.

Michael Haun is a local freelance writer.

ART LEGENDS
OF ORANGE COUNTY

What: A celebration of 20 
Orange County visual art 
legends

When: Through September 2016

Where: 11 Orange County 
museums and galleries

More Information: The full  
exhibition schedule and a link to 
a virtual exhibition are available  
at ArtLegendsOC.org.
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Seekers, 2014, Grady Kimsey, oil on canvas,  
24" x 48"; sculpture, 19" x 13" x 5"

Floral Patterns, 
2010, Hal McIntosh, 
acrylic on canvas, 
20" x 60"
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