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FRINGE

By Sandra Carr

The 19th Annual Orlando International
Fringe Theatre Festival Brings
Recession-Proof Theater, Art, Dance
and Madness to Loch Haven Park.
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““The Orlando International Fringe Theatre Festival is a place where people of all
walks of life come together for uncensored and unjuried art.”
—Beth Marshall, Fringe Producing Artistic Director




KIDS FRINGE takes place on weekends from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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FRINGEZILLA delights kids of all ages.
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first out-of-town Fringe event in the
history of the Festival.

Other veteran performers include
former Patron’s Pick award winners Tod

Excellence Award, which is in honor
of a volunteer Fringe coordinator who
passed away. The Spirit of the Fringe
Award goes to anyone involved with the

""It's always unexpected and just when you think you have Fringe figured out, you
don't, because something else new and exciting is going to come about.”

Kimbro in an electro-cabaret perform-
ance titled Robots Stole My Piano and
Dewey Chaffee Comedy Enterprises’ The
Screw You Revue: Up Your Wazoo with
homophobic and bigoted entertainment
legend Wayburn Sassy.

Canadian TJ Dawe of Big Sandwich
Productions, whos renowned for his
past Fringe performances of The One
Man Star Wars Trilogy and One Man Lord
of the Rings returns with a monologue
about reaching out called Lucky 9.

Patrons will also experience dance,
dance and more dance during the
12-day festival. Dance troupes that
will be performing include Patron’s
Pick award winner VarieTEASE,
Casting Shadows and Yow Dance. Voci
Dance celebrates its ninth year with
weekend lawn performances of
Lumineux, which incorporates installa-
tion artist Doug Rhodehamel’s paper
bag mushrooms, fairies, illuminations
and magical movements.

Childs play is also a part of the festiv-
ities with Kids’ Fringe, which takes place
on weekends from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
event caters to pre-K through fifth
graders and includes shows and pro-
grams on the outdoor stage, as well as
workshops about theater, improv, pup-
petry and mask-making.

The Visual Fringe returns for its
seventh year and features more than 100
works by local artists, including ceram-
ics, drawings, paintings, photography,
metal, mixed-media and sculpture in
the Patron’s Room of the Orlando
Shakespeare Theater. Like the theatrical
events, the free exhibition is unjuried
and the artists receive monies from
works that are sold.

Die-hard Fringe attendees and per-
formers are spotlighted during the Fabby
Awards on May 31 at 10:30 p.m. in Loch
Haven Park. The patron who sees the
most Fringe shows will receive the
Adrianne Blattner Patron’s Award and
the volunteer who went over and above
is given the Marylou Rucker Volunteer
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—Beth Marshall, Fringe Producing Artistic Director

festival—artists, patrons, volunteers, the
board, staff—or anyone who embodies a
complete Fringe spirit throughout the
year by promoting and going “over and
beyond” for the Fringe. The Patron’s Pick
Awards are also announced during the
free awards ceremony. Those awards go
to the group that has sold the most
tickets in each venue, as well as overall
for the year.

Marshall says that the Fringe keeps
attendees on their toes. “Its always
unexpected and just when you think
you have Fringe figured out, you
don’t, because something else new
and exciting is going to come about
since we're truly the most cultural,
eclectic festival and event that hap-
pens in Orlando.”

For more information and a guide to
Fringe shows, call 407.648.0077 or visit
www.orlandofringe.org. oam

Sandra Carr freelances for publications
including Us Weekly, Citysearch.com,
Destination Hyatt, Orlando Sentinel,
ScooterWorld magazine, Time Out
Chicago, Venus Zine and Zagat Survey.

A PERFORMANCE of VarieTEASE's Lullaby
in 2009.
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COURTESY NEPHESH THEATRE

TEL AVIV troupe Nephesh
Theatre brings Isaac
Bashevis Singer’s classic arl, danos, Sciiegend
Yiddish story Gimpel the .
Fool to the stage.
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